
NEWS AND NOTES 
MILL HILL EAST PREPARATOTY LIFT WORKS 

  

Above:  Groundwork has begun for the installation of a lift at Mill Hill East, as seen in these two 
views on 23 April 2019. 

Both photos:  Nigel Gibson 

UPMINSTER CONTROL TOWER 

  

Above:  A new shunter’s control panel for train movements in Upminster Depot was commissioned 
from 6 May 2019 (Left), incorporating all the latest changes necessary for the S Stock.  The previous 
panel (Right) was in fact the second panel, being commissioned on 14 September 1980, replacing 
the original which opened on 27 November 1958.    

Both photos:  LURS Collection 

BAKERLOO ROAD MOVES 
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Above:  The movement of life extension Train 36 from Acton Works to Stonebridge Park was 
undertaken by road, as DM 3338 had been repaired following collision damage but was not able to 
travel by rail as it had to be recommissioned at Stonebridge Park, and the three-car unit could not 
return on its own as it had an UNDM car at one end.  On 27 April 2019, trailer 4238 is seen 
approaching Hanger Lane (Left) while the following day the rear of DM 3559 is seen by Hillcrest 
Road on the downward approach to Hanger Lane (Right). 

Both photos:  Fred Ivey 

CORRECTION to June 2019 Underground News, page 332 –  

Trailer 4338 moved to Stonebridge Park by road on 28.04.19 

Below:  DM 3559 again, seen here just after leaving Acton Works and in Bollo Lane by the side 
entrance to Acton Town station on 28 April 2019.  To the rear of the car may be seen Acton Town 
substation, which dates back to the MDR electrification in 1905. 

Photo:  Tommy Cooling 
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SARAH RETURNS – WITH ANOTHER … 

 

Above:  Seen at Eastleigh is a Director’s Saloon coach.  Some of the Director’s Saloons were built 
new.  The LMS numbered them in the 450xx series and this one, now with London Underground, is 
LT45029 which indicates that it is now owned by London Underground / LT Museum.  Extra vehicles 
were also converted in later years (by BR) from other ex-LMS vehicles and were numbered in the 
ex-LMS departmental series.  This one has been painted in the same style as the ‘Heritage’ 4-TC 
coaches and has been numbered ‘17’ and named ‘Florence Nightingale’, this remembering 
Metropolitan electric locomotive No.17 which bore the same name. 

Photo:  Michael White 
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Left:  Originally scheduled to 
return to Ruislip Depot on 
Thursday 9 May 2019, the 
move of Sarah Siddons and the 
Director’s Saloon coach from 
Eastleigh was deferred for a 
week, returning on Thursday 
16 May 2019.  The route taken 
was via the main line from 
Eastleigh to Addlestone 
Junction and then via Staines, 
Hounslow, Clapham Junction, 
Kensington Olympia, Acton 
Wells, Ealing Broadway, the 
Greenford loop to Greenford 
and then to West Ruislip and 
the NR/LU link road.  It is seen 
passing through Feltham, 
hauled by GBRf 73119+73128. 

Photo:  John Mees 
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Views of the Director’s Saloon (Top) and Sarah Siddons (Above) passing Kensington Olympia on 
the final stage of its journey from Eastleigh to Ruislip Depot. 

Both photos:  Christopher George 

CBTC TESTING 
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Above:  During testing of the new SSL 
signalling an S7 (21505 leading) made 
several moves into Tower Hill platform 2 
on the morning and afternoon of 
Saturday 11 May 2019.  The first move 
was in Restricted Mode from Aldgate 
East into Tower Hill platform 2 and at a 
walking pace to check for any gauging 
issues.  As the morning progressed, the 
same move was carried out in Protected 
Manual as well as ATO moves from 
platform 2 back east towards Minories 
Junction.  This shows the train making 
it’s very first entry into Platform two from 
the eastern end of the station. 

Photo:  Drew Young 

Above:  Test train 703, with S7 21547 nearest the camera in the early hours of 12 May 2019, testing 
the new ‘wrong road’ move into Euston Square (westbound into the outer rail/eastbound platform).  
The train originated from Plaistow (platform 2!) and ran in ATO from Stepney Green to Euston 
Square, crossing from inner rail to outer rail soon after leaving King’s Cross.  The S8 to its right is 
testing the opposite move eastbound from the inner rail/westbound platform, where it will go ‘wrong 
road’ to near King’s Cross and then cross over. 

Photo:  Trevor Wright 
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NEASDEN 

 

Above:  A unique sight of all three D Stock trains in Neasden Depot on 8 May 2019.  Nearest is the 
‘strategic spare’ three-car unit, behind which are the two five-car Rail Adhesion trains. 

Below:  Neasden Depot, south end looking north on 11 May 2019, during an engineering possession 
of the south end of the yard with  all but one track occupied with stabled trains. 

Both photos:  Ian Grainger 
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ON HOME TERRITORY 

 

 

The LT Museum’s four-car unit of 
1938 Tube Stock made three trips on 
the Piccadilly Line, one in the morning 
from Northfields to Oakwood and back 
of two and a half hours duration, and 
then two in the afternoon, each from 
Northfields via the Heathrow T4 loop 
and back to Northfields of 45 minutes 
duration.  One car of this unit (the 
original 10012) spent several years on 
the Piccadilly Line – from 14 February 
1951 until 2 February 1967 (with a 
brief foray back to the Northern Line 
for four months in 1962).      

Above:  (Left) The first section of the 
tour was to the east end of the 
Piccadilly Line, being seen here 
passing Caledonian Road on the 
eastbound showing its (restored) 1906 
Leslie Green tile design. 

Left:  Passing through Southgate 
westbound – note daylight in the 
distance from the tunnel portal. 

Both photos:  Jason Cross 

Below:  Approaching Hounslow 
Central westbound, passing over the 
emergency crossover 

Photo:  Josh Graves 
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EUSTON 

  

Above:  As reported on page 296 of the June issue of Underground News, a new front entrance to 
the Underground has been provided at Euston and these two views, taken on Saturday 11 May 
2019, show work underway in reparation for opening. 

Below:  The entrance was opened on 12 May 2019, seen here the following day.  The escalators 
from the Underground to the main line concourse remain unaltered but Instead of passengers 
arriving on the concourse of the main line station at the upper level, they now have to exit the station 
and re-enter (at far right) if they want to use the main line station.  Whether all this is temporary 
remains to be seen but the signage leaves a lot to be desired with (smaller than normal) lower case 
lettering – it certainly gives that impression. 

All photos:  Michael Woodside 
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BRIXTON 

 

Left:  New artwork over the 
entrance staircase at Brixton 
was unveiled on 10 April 
2019.  It features 15 
members of staff – Train  
Operators, Customer 
Service staff and Station 
Cleaners.  The nine-metre-
wide painting has been done 
by Mexican artist Aliza 
Nisenbaum.  Each of the 
staff members were 
individually painted in her 
studio to present a large-
scale group portrait.  It is 
expected to remain on 
display until 16 September 
2019. 

Photo:  Roger Tuke 

CLASS 710 IN SERVICE WITH LONDON OVERGROUND 
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Above:  After many months’ delay, the first two four-car class 710 EMUs entered service on London 
Overground’s Gospel Oak – Barking route on Thursday 23 May 2019.  Unit 710.261 is seen at 
Wanstead Park working the first passenger service from Barking to Gospel Oak.   

Photo:  Trevor Wright 

The introduction of more units will allow the 15-minute service to be restored and the on-loan 378s 
returned to their rightful services.  Moreover, 710s will replace the 378s on the Watford – Euston 
service ad operate every 15 minutes.  Whether this is an improvement is open to debate especially 
as the new trains are four cars instead of the five-cars that they will replace … 

DEVELOPMENTS ON GREAT NORTHERN 

Improvements have begun to the sub-surface platforms of Moorgate, Old Street, Essex Road and 
Highbury & Islington, having experienced years of underinvestment.  Govia Thameslink Railway 
(GTR) is making £400,000 of initial improvements and by the end of May, new white tiles will have 
been installed on Moorgate’s two platforms, 9 and 10, to create a brighter, more pleasant 
environment.  The work complements that of Network Rail, who have already cleaned the lamp 
holders to improve the lighting.  Redundant plastic handrails that were once used many years ago 
throughout the four stations to provide lighting for an emergency evacuation have been removed 
and, on the stairs, there are new dual-height handrails, designed to help people with accessibility 
needs. 

GTR is also upgrading and replacing all the way-finding and station name signs, a lot of which were 
installed in either British Rail Network SouthEast days or earlier franchises and were out of date and 
grubby.  The station name frieze signs have already been replaced as previously reported.  
Information screens are also to be installed for the first time in the booking halls at Moorgate and 
Highbury & Islington, to display Great Northern services.   
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Above:  (Left) So far, Moorgate is the most 
advanced in terms of station décor upgrading with 
screwed on panelling in place awaiting the new 
tiles. 

Above:  A small section of the southbound platform 
wall at the north end of Old Street has been 
stripped of tiles and cemented over.   

Left:  A look at the tiling which is due to be replaced 
at all four GN underground stations.  The location 
of the former plastic handrails at waist height that 
provided lighting for an emergency evacuation can 
be seen. 

All GN photos:  Brian Hardy on 23 May 2019 

 

CLASS 20s RETURN TO RUISLIP 

Left:  Seen in Ruislip Depot on 13 May 2019 is 
class 20 diesel 20.142 with 20.007 in green behind 
in the shadow.  These two locomotives are 
separate to the class 20s used for S Stock transfers 
to and from Derby (which will end by mid-June 
2019 when the CBTC conversion programme is 
complete) and are to be used for driver training, 
Heritage test runs and a trip to Quainton Road in 
August 2019. 

Photo:  Brian Ball 

THE LAST ONE STANDING 
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Above:  As reported in a previous issue of Underground News (No.689, May 2019, page 282), the 
ticket office at Harlesden had to reopen because of a ticket machine that was located outside the 
entrance was vandalised and replacement was the only option.  Although the replacement machine 
has been in place (inside the station) for some weeks, strengthening of the ticket hall flooring had 
first to be undertaken.  With that completed, the ticket office finally closed on Friday 17 May 2019 
as confirmed by the poster (Right).  This was the very last ticket office on the London Underground 
network to close.  However, this was not an original LU ticket office, as it was inherited from the 
main line when stations from Queen’s Park to Harrow & Wealdstone (except for Willesden Junction) 
transferred to London Underground management from 11 November 2007.  The former ticket office 
window (Left) remains for ‘assistance’ but the sign above it still has to be amended. 

Both photos:  Brian Hardy on 23 May 2019 

  

ESCALATOR SIGNAGE 

On a visit to Liverpool, two notices were 
seen on and around escalators on the 
Merseyrail Underground stations – 
“Stand to the right, hold on tight!” (on 
notices and on step risers – Far Left) and 
“Do not run your feet along the 
brushes!!” (Left).  It seems that the ankle 
level ‘brushes’ have been used by some 
passengers for cleaning their shoes 
whilst travelling on the escalator and still 
on the wearer, which has resulted in 
accidents.   

Both photos:   
Brian Hardy on 22 May 2019 
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IMPROVING PASSENGER ACCESSIBILITY  

 

LU are improving Passenger 
Accessibility, and a number of 
platforms on the Victoria, Northern 
and Piccadilly line are having a blue 
line painted on the level access 
humps, which is in addition to the 
usual yellow line at the edge of the 
platform.  This is to give the level 
access humps greater visibility and 
more prominence so that disabled 
passengers and passengers with 
luggage can see them more easily.  It 
is also meant to draw attention to 
other    passengers    that    they    are  

standing on a level access hump which might be needed more others more needy of them.  The 
finished product, which has been seen at Hounslow West, is reported also to be in place already at 
Blackhorse Road, Tottenham Hale, Seven Sisters and Caledonian Road.  This design replaced a 
previous proposal to have four white chevrons on the blue inclined approach to the level section and 
white ‘Mind the Gap’ also on the blue level section.  This project is part of a much wider scheme to 
improve signage, both throughout stations and on trains.  Watch this space … 

PROGRESS ON THE SUBWAY 

The first new train for the Glasgow Subway was delivered by road from Immingham Docks on 
Thursday 2 May 2019.  It was parked overnight at Hamilton Service area and delivered to Glasgow 
on Friday 3 May.  The arrival of the new trains will start the beginning of a testing programme by 
manufacturer Stadler and after this extensive testing they will be handed over to Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport to enter passenger service.   

 

SPT’s new fleet will be driverless 
similar to those on the Docklands 
Light Railway in London but, in a 
UK first, there will be no other staff 
routinely present on the trains.  
The first of the new trains will now 
begin a lengthy, offline testing 
period while work continues to 
install the new communications 
and controls systems in stations 
and tunnels which is necessary 
for the trains to run in passenger 
service.  The old and the new are 
seen side by side in the depot. 

Photo:  Strathclyde Partnership for Transport 

The new trains and communication and control systems are all part of the £288m Subway 
modernisation programme which also includes a major refurbishment of the system’s 15 stations, a 
complete overhaul of the Victorian tunnel system and replacement of the Subway’s main 
infrastructure which includes tracks and the ramps and turnouts section where the trains enter and 
leave the system.  The new train sets are the same length and size as the existing rolling stock but 
in four sections.  Inside, passengers will now be able to walk the entire length of the train, and enjoy 
an open front view into the tunnels.  Two more new trains are due to be delivered by the end of the 
summer for the first phase of testing.   

Work on the Subway Modernisation programme began in July 2011 with the refurbishment of 
Hillhead station and to date, 11 stations out of 15 have now been refurbished, with another two (St. 
George’s Cross and Cowcaddens) due to be finished by Summer 2019.  Work on the last two 
stations (Kinning Park and West Street) will begin before the end of 2019.  Lifts have been installed 
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at two stations – St Enoch and Govan – the first of their kind on the network and Otis has now 
replaced all 28 escalators throughout the system. 

NEWS AND NOTES – 40 YEARS AGO 

 

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, the Jubilee Line opened to the public on 1 May 1979, which 
followed a Royal Opening by HRH Prince Charles the previous day.  Two trains were provided, set 
305 (Above) which was the ‘standby’ for the Royal train and Train 304 (Below), which is seen at 
Neasden returning after the opening ceremony.  Neither train carried a special headboard in the 
public domain! 

Both photos:  Brian Hardy 
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